them  is  Cheerio.  He  dodges  everybody  and  makes  his  en-  Coincident  with  the  news  from  the  Coast  that  Helen 
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CAN  you  remember  ever  having  seen  any 
“personal  appearances"  of  Jessica  Drag- 
onette  in  the  theatres  of  your  town?  The 
answer  is  correct;  no,  you  can't.  What's  more,  you 
aren't  likely  to  see  many.  Jessica  Dragonette 
doesn’t  go  in  for  personal  appearances.  The  rea¬ 
son  why  gives  you  the  key  to  the  character  of  this 
wistfully  appealing  girl  who  has  captured  and  held 
the  imagination  of  the  vast  radio  public  for  seven 
years.  No,  there’s  nothing  Garbo-ish  about  her. 
She  isn't  aloof,  she  isn’t  the  least  mysterious,  and 


she’s  enthusiastically  devoted  to  her  hearers.  She  doesn't 
want  the  public  to  see  her,  though,  because  she’s  afraid  of 
robbing  folks  of  their  illusions  about  her. 

After  that,  you'll  probably  think  that  Jessica  isn't  so 
easy  on  the  eyes.  Nothing  could  be  further  from  the  truth. 
She  is  beautiful,  in  a  delicate,  almost  fairy-like  way.  She 
measures  five  feet  two,  and  weighs  not  quite  one  hundred 
pounds.  She  has  wavy  blonde  hair  with  golden  lights  in  it, 
and  hazel  eyes  which  reflect  so  many  colors  that  she  herself 
describes  them  as  “plaid.”  Her  face  is  oval,  and  her  features 
are  cameo-like  and  lovely.  And  she  insists  upon  hiding 
these  high-powered  charms  from  her  millions  of  listeners, 
in  order  that  she  may  go  on  being  to  each  of  them  exactly 
the  sort  of  person  he  wants  her  to  be! 

One  of  her  admirers  writes  to  her  that  he  imagines  her 
a  tall,  voluptuous  brunette.  Another  sees  her  as  a  pert 
harum-scarum  with  copper  curls.  A  third  addresses  the 
handful  of  her  as  “Revered  Madame.”  Still  another  insists 
that  the  peculiar  charm  of  her  voice  and  her  radio  per¬ 
sonality  could  belong  only  to  a  mature  woman,  who  has 
lived  and  suffered  ...  a  motherly,  Schumann-Heink-ish  sort 
of  creature!  And  instead  of  resenting  these  pictures  of  her, 
which  so  clearly  rob  her  of  her  real  self,  she’d  give  up  any¬ 
thing  rather  than  destroy  them !  She  wants  to  bd  to  each  of 
us  exactly  the  sort  of  human  being  we  most  need  to  com¬ 
plete  our  picture  of  her.  If  we  didn’t  like  her,  she  argues, 
we  wouldn’t  be  making  these  pictures! 

It  takes  a  lot  of  spiritual  insight  to  realize  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  this  kind  of  illusion.  And  there  you  have  Jessica 
Dragonette.  She  is  capable  of  imagination  herself  and  re¬ 
spects  the  quality  in  others.  The  only  thing  in  the  world 
she’s  afraid  of  is  disappointing  people.  The  spiritual  dual¬ 
ity  of  her  singing  isn’t  “put  on" ;  ( Continued  on  page  63) 
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1EE  WILEY’S  afraid  of  love.  Afraid  of  what  love  might  do 
a  to  her  career.  She  won’t  risk  losing  her  chances  for  success. 

"  She  believes  that  love  might  interfere  with  what  she  has  set 
out  to  accomplish. 

It  was  three  years  ago  that  Lee  Wiley  cast  love  out  of  her  life. 
Hers  was  a  childhood  romance  which  budded  in  her  native  town 
of  Fort  Gibson,  Oklahoma.  The  man  in  the  case  was  a  Univer¬ 
sity  graduate  and  was  being  launched  into  his  father’s  flourishing 
business  when  Lee  suddenly  decided  that  she  wanted  to  sing  in¬ 
stead  of  getting  married.  She  had  been  singing  in  the  village 
Sunday  School,  later  in  concerts  at  Tulsa  and  Muskogee,  but  Lee 
was  ambitious,  and  that  was  only  the  beginning.  Lee  made  up 
her  mind  that  she  never  would  be  content  with  just  settling  down 
in  Fort  Gibson  like  the  other  girls  of  her  set.  She  had  other  ideas, 
and  what  is  more,  she  was  determined  to  carry  them  out. 

Her  father  is  a  retired  professor,  having  taught  at  the  State 
Normal  College  of  Oklahoma  and  Lee  has  had  an  excellent  edu¬ 
cational  background.  She  attended  Muskogee  High  School  and 
the  University  of  Oklahoma. 

When  Lee  suddenly  made  up  her  mind  to  leave  Fort  Gibson, 
it  was  quite  a  surprise  to  her  people  and  a  great  shock  to  the  boy 
who  was  in  love  with  her.  All  a  lover’s  persuasion  could  not 
change  her  decision  and  so  Lee  said  goodbye  and  bravely  ven¬ 
tured  East  alone  and  entered  the  portly  gates  of  New  York  not 
knowing  what  the  future  had  in  store  for  her.  Would  they  treat 
her  kindly,  or  would  she  be  compelled  to  return  home  crushed 
and  disappointed.  However,  Lee  did  not  for  a  moment  ever 
think  that  she  would  fail.  She’s  made  of  stronger  stuff  than  that. 

Some  have  said  that  Lee  reached  stardom  without  a  local  stop, 
but  that  is  not  so.  It  took  three  years  of  plugging  and  hard  work 
to  get  where  she  is  now  and  she  feels  that  her  future  success  in 
the  radio  world  has  only  just  begun. 

This  unusual  torch  singer  of  deep  blues  songs  is  heard  on  the 
Kraft  program  over  the  NBC-WEAF  network  each  Thursday 
evening.  That  exceptionally  fine  program  with  the  King  of  Jazz, 
Paul  Whiteman,  conducting  and  the  humorous  twister  of  words. 
Deems  Taylor.  Her  audiences  have  been  stirred  and  enthused  by 
her  unusual  voice  and  dramatic  ability.  She  not  only  sings  but 
acts  all  the  parts  in  the  musical  comedy  shorts  which  are  a  regu¬ 
lar  feature  of  the  Kraft  Phoenix  Cheese  program  these  days. 

What  has  happened  to  love  in  the  meantime?  Has  it  died,  or  is 
it  just  temporarily  lying  dormant  waiting  for  its  chance?  Her 
Western  sweetheart  has,  tried  time  and  time  again  to  make  Lee 
give  up  her  work,  come  back  home  to  marry  him  and  live  a  quiet, 
loving  and  peaceful  life  on  the  Oklahoma  plains.  Failing  in  that, 
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I  thought 
I  was  different 


A  Midnight  Dilemma 
"This  time  the  bottle  was  empty— and 
next  to  it  was  a  little  blue  box  with  the 
word  ‘Ex-Lax’  on  it.  I  knew  Ex-Lax.  It 
was  that  little  chocolate  tablet  my  chil- 


six  tablets  is  only 


soft-hearted  and  far- 
i  be  easily  hurt,  easily 
private  charities  are 


'many,  and  always  the  - 

ing.  And  for  The  future  there’s  a  mil¬ 
playing  benefits  for  H.  Riehman.  Not 

He  abhors  fat  and  keeps  himself  trim 
with  gymnasium  work-outs  and  such 
sensible,  moderate  exercise  as  is  offered 
on  the  golf  links.  Golf,  he  deems,  is  a 
half-way  mark  between  bridge  and  ten¬ 
nis,  to  which  he  is  not  addicted.  He's  a 
push-over  for  “the  bite”,  as  the  request 
for  a  loan  is  termed  along  the  Street. 
But  he  expects  repayment.  He’s  a 
sucker  for  auction  sales,  too,  with  a 
particular  penchant  for  ivory  ele¬ 
phants.  The  possession  of  these  as  luck 
tokens  is  among  his  superstitions,  and 
another  is  fishing  from  the  port  side  of 
a  boat,  and  the  port  side  only. 

His  fan  mail  runs  into  the  thousands, 
and  most  of  the  letters  are  from  women. 
He’s  a  violin  player  and  an  eater-upper 
of  vegetable  salads.  His  first  pair  of 
long  trousers  and  his  first  salary  ar¬ 
rived  simultaneously.  Although  he 
never  took  a  vocal  lesson  in  his  life,  the 
late  Enrico  Caruso  was  so  impressed  by 


both  his  voice  and  personality  that  he 
urged  him  to  study  opera  abroad.  He 
has  a  radio  in  every  room  of  the  Beech- 
hurst  place,  and  its  spacious  closets  are 
crammed  with  clothe?  and  shoes  and 
walking  sticks  by  the  score.  Beside  Mae 
West  he  played  piano  for  the  Dolly 
Sisters.  He’s  written  songs,  and  some 
of  them  have  been  as  good  as  "Walking 
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Wolfe  Kahn,  and  Harry  thought  it 
a  gag.^Hesays  he  wants  to  get  mar- 

marry  actors,  which 
...  self  defense.  He  won’t  re- 

-  „  Hollywood,  he  says.  Rather 

generously,  he  credits  radio  with  his 
success.  He  owns  a  book.  In  fact,  quite 
a  library,  well  bound.  One  of  his  early 
shows  was  called,  "Have  You  Seen 
Stella?”  Nobody  had,  and  nohodv  e-ave 
a  damn.  Perhaps  the  m 


,  favored  of 

his  hobbies  is  the  collection  of  firearms 
period  of  years. 


accumulated  o  .  ,  - 

And  if  a  Mr.  J.  Dillinger  reads  this  he’ll 
learn  that  Harry  would  greatly  appre¬ 
ciate  the  wooden  gun  with  which  he 
played  that  little  joke  in  Indiana.  That 
is,  if  Mr.  Dillinger  has  quite,  finished 
with  it.  It  was  Harry,  by  the  way,  who 
believes  Dillinger  deserves  credit  for 
teaching  the  kiddies  of  America  to  play 
with  wooden  pistols  instead  of  real  ones. 


Hot  and  Airy 

( Continued  from  page  9) 


is  now  first  in  the  affections  of  Abe  Ly-  dispatched  a  telegrs 
man,  the  band  man  .  .  .  Don  Bigelow  mg  the  title  of  ant 
and  Dorothy  Dodd  have  become  very  "You  Na 
congenial  companions  .  .  .  Grace  Hayes, 
the  warbler  and  the  former  Mrs. 

Charles  Foy,  is  scheduled  to  marry 
Newell  Chase,  her  accompanist,  early 
next  year  .  .  .  Dick  Powell  is  squiring 
Mary  Brian  .  .  .  Irene  Beasley  and  a 
certain  Chicago  steel  magnate  are  verv 
much  thisway  about  each  other 


11  Be  There.” 

THE  MONITOR  MAN  SAYS 

Rudy  Vallee  is  more  of  a  musician 
than  some  people  give  him  credit.  He 
plays  not  only  all  the  saxophones  br1 


didn’t  stop  Conductor  Freddy  Martin  death^  a^d  he 

courting  the  lady  who  now  presides 
over  the  Martin  menage.  It  is  one  of 

that  Mercury  has  heard.  First,  you 
must  understand  that  Freddy  was  a 
very  diffident  lover.  He  wanted,  oh 


while  playin 
in  Brooklyn 


..  a  big  quid  of  gum  in  his 
>r  luck  .  .  .  Frank  Parker  has  a 
gun  once  used  by  General  Custer  in 
fighting  the  Indians.  William  F.  Cody 
("Buffalo  Bill”)  came  into  possession 
that  of  the  historic  weapon  upon  Custer’s 
j  ».i_  nn£j  he  jn  turn  presented  it  to 
Fish,  the  artist,  who  recently 
gave  it  to  Parker  .  .  .  Evelyn  Morror. 
the  New  England  sculptress,  has  made 
a  bust  of  Paul  Keast,  the  CBS  bari¬ 
tone  .  .  .  Ruth  Etting  is  a  very  practical 
person.  She  junked  every  piece  of  ma¬ 
chinery  possible  on  her  Nebraska  farm 
that  employment  might  be  given  to 
more  men  ...  Joe  Penner,  upon  re¬ 
turning  to  the  airlanes  in  the  autumn. 


t  lacked 


~ — -  _ ...b  _  the  airlanes  . . 

„  ...  ....  „r„..  ....  idea,  will  use  scripts  prepared  by  Parke  Levy, 

night  requesting  her  to  author  of  his  motion  picture  .  .  .  Jimmy 

program,  listen  espe-  Kemper  has  parted  with  his  tonsils  .  ,  . 

icond,  fourth  and  sixth  Elliot  Shaw,  of  The  Revelers,  made  his 

ipn  wirp  him  hpr  rear-  debut  as  a  boy  SOpranO  in  a  church  in, 

,  What  Cheer,  Iowa  .  .  .  The 
Boys  have  joined  the  colony 
ot  raaio  artists  living  at  Lake  Hopat- 

,.v  -o . _  cong,  N.  J.,  this  summer  ...  Ed  Wynn, 

grasped  by  Lillian,  who  .  aided  and  abetted  by  Graham  Mo¬ 


tions.  The  second  number  was  “I  Love  so  hel 
You”,  the  fourth  “Will  You  Be  Mine?”  Four 
and  the  sixth  “There’s  a  Preacher  Man  of  ra< 
Waiting”.  The  significance,  of 
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MEET  RADIO'S  CRAZIEST  STAR 

They  call  Joe  Cook  the  "Crazy  Man  o-f  Sleepless  Hollow"  and  you'll  learn  why  in  next 
month's  RADIO  MIRROR  when  Herb  Cruikshank  takes  you  along  with  him  through  the  years 
of  Joe  Cook's  successful  career  which  eventually  brought  him  to  millions  of  radio  listeners. 
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of  the  party.  She’s  never  at  a  loss  for 
a  quip  or  a  smart  answer  whether  she’s 
asking  her  boss  for  more  money  or  giv¬ 
ing  her  friends  some  good  advice  about 
— j-  There’s  something  : - 

ranVirtiM.e  als0ut  a  m - - 

iet,  big  studio 


it  about  Charlie  Ruggl 


his  business  but  he  can  write  them,  t< 
When  he  first  went  out  to  join  the 
movie  ranks  he  made  the  transcontinen- 
'  '  'rip  by  motor,  driving  hist 


His  diary  of  that  trip  w 


short  interlude 
"Mike”  gave  hii 
that  practically 
Springs  for  a 
Here's  Charlie’s 
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5  of  situations,  and 
a  radio  studio  and  a 
in  the  company  of 

snt  him  down  to  Palm 
weekend's  recuperation. 
’■  -  commentary  on 


..  _  darned  silly  to  stand 

front  of  that  mike  in  the  broadcast 
station  and  talk  about  taking  off  my 
clothes,  dropping  my  shoes  (which 
don’t  make  a  sound  because  I  didn’t 
take  them  off  anyway),  wind  a  clock 
that  isn’t  even  there  and  after  I’m  all 
through  talking,  I’m  standing  in  the 
same  spot,  fully  clothed  and  without  a 
sign  of  a  bed  to  jump  into! 

"It’s  a  most  futile  feeling,  wondering 
if  all  the  sound  effects  come  in  at  the 
right  places  and  just  hoping  the  audi¬ 
ence  laughed. 

"Well  I  suppose  one  gets  used  to 
anything  after  a  while:  It  wasn't  as 
bad  as  I  expected,  when  I  stop  to  think 
about  it.  At  any  rate  the  man  at  the 
broadcasting  station  said  it  was  swell, 
which  was  a  relief.  Anything  might 
have  happened,  really — especially  with 

those  peculiar  a - L- B  * 

sound  effects. 

"When  I  go 
must  work  out  something  realistic  with 
the  manager  of  ^  " M  * 


When  I 

-  _r - ,  - - - to  drop  it— 

. only  made  out  of  paper  mache.  I 

can’t  do  all  the  acting  with  my  tongue.” 


drop  a  spoon,  I  really  w; 


NOTHING  EVER  HAPPENS  TO  RAMONA! 

At  least  that's  what  the  talented  artist  who's  been  heard  on  the 
Paul  Whiteman  programs  has  to  say  about  herself.  But  RADIO  MIRROR 
tells  you  differently  in  an  intimate,  informal  study  of  RAMONA  in  next 
month's  issue. 
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FACE  POWDER 


A  V  A 


bathed  tropic  night  .  .  .  enchanting  . 
jungle  rhythm.  A  powder  as  light  in  v 
textured  .  .  .  finer  than  any  you  have 


.  .  .  a  really  exciting  new  face 

powder  that  glorifies  every-day  skin 
to  the  glamour-glow  of  a  moon- 
.  .  caressing  .  .  .  softly  thrilling  as  a 
eight  as  stardust . . .  luxuriously  fine- 
een  before.  Its  lightness,  its  fineness, 


its  subtle  smoothness  make  SAVAGE  Face  Powder  cling  to  your  cheek 
enchantment  clings  to  it .  .  .  savagely  .  .  .  temptingly  .  .  .  regardless!  You’ll  find 
it  unbelievably  flattering.  And  the  shades?  Four.  You  simply  must  see  them. 
NATURAL  (Flesh)  .  BEIGE  .  RACHEL  .  RACHEL  (Extra  Dark) 
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